GEORGE THE THIRD
The Dowager-Princess readily accepted Bute's views. She
also encouraged him to impress them upon the mind of her
eldest son, whom she envisaged as a king in deed as well as
in name, rising high above the sordid level of party politics
and ministering to die needs of his countrymen—as a king
should—in a noble and disinterested way. Thus both the
Dowager-Princess and Bute were accused by contemporaries of
keeping the Prince to themselves. Some of their enemies went
so far as to suggest that they had a diabolical purpose in mind :
to keep the Prince in such a state of ignorance of affairs that he
must virtually surrender all his royal power into their hands.
Junius, at a later date, in his famous Address to the King likened
the Dowager-Princess and Bute to Anne of Austria and Cardinal
Mazarin and to Edward II's queen, Isabella, and her paramour,
Roger Mortimer; and he urged George to be a Louis XIV
or an Edward III. But such a charge is better political fuel than
sound judgement. It is a tribute to ability which neither the
Dowager-Princess nor Bute possessed.
But the King, who never really liked his daughter-in-law,
was at last genuinely alarmed at the tales which were brought
to him of the condition of affairs in the household of the Heir
to the Throne. In 1755 he sent for the Prince, as Waldegrave
explains,
to find out the extent of his political knowledge, to sift him in
relation to Hanover, and to caution him against evil counsellors.
The interview was a complete fiasco. It was inevitable probably
that it should be, for the King had only recently returned from
one of his visits to Hanover, and he was always testy and over-
bearing towards those with whom he came into contact after
his arrival in the land he so heartily detested. Waldegrave
relates:
The Prince was flustered and sulky; bowed, but scarce made any
answer: so that the conference ended very little to the satisfaction
to either party.
Was this the occasion when the King lost his temper and
struck the Prince? Years afterwards, when the Duke of Sussex
[George HTs sixth son] was visiting Hampton Court he observed
to a friend:
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